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The Covenant in practice





A growing community



Covenant in Italy



Covenant in Italy
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The covenant is not only make by cities
A crucial role is played by supporters and 
coordinators

The majority of signatories are 
municipalities below 10k inhabitants
Unity must be strenght 
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Transition from PAES to PAESC as a key objective for the covenant (especially in Italy)
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New contest new challenges

A fast evolving context
bringing new challenges

COVID-19



Covenant cities 
push for
GREEN 
RECOVERY
open letter



Covenant Ceremony
Letter to the mayors



Covenant 2.0
… as a main pillar of the 

climate pact?

Growing 
initiative

Consultation on the future of the 
covenant



1. Increase 
the 
ambitions

→ align the Covenant to the new
objectives



2. Enlarge 
the scope of 
action

→ Include new sectors (air
quality, waste management,…)

→ turn the Covenant into the
umbrella initiative for all EU
activities targeting cities, in
support to the Green Deal



3. Ensure a 
just 
transition for 
all

→ enlarge the third pillar related to
energy poverty, including other
aspects of the just transition
ensuring no one is left behind in the
path to climate neutrality

→ include “just transition for all” as
main principle to huide the energy
and climate transition



4. Guarantee social 
inclusion and 
cooperation

→ promote a higher involvement
of civil society

→ promote a higher collaboration
with national goverments



Workshops/webinars

Expert missions & peer review

Twinning programmes

Increasing visibility

Activities

National strategies

Annual Awards

→ all info on

eumayors.eu

Call is open!



Guida per lo 
sviluppo del 

PAESC

Template per il 
PAESC & istruzioni

Helpdesk in italiano
• info@eumayors.eu / phone: +39 075 852 04 29

Urban Adaptation 
Support Tool 

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/knowledge/tools/urban-ast/step-0-0
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/knowledge/tools/urban-ast/step-0-0


Other opportunities

Other urban initiatives

European city networks

Awards



What is the EUCF –where 
do we stand (last call)

This project has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and 

innovation programme under grant agreement 
No 864212

@eucityfacility 



This project has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and 

innovation programme under grant agreement 
No 864212

to support local investments 
in sustainable energy

Designed by cities for cities 



Financing sustainable energy projects 
BARRIERS

Limited human resources and capacity 

Conservative approach to project finance

Lack of experience with developing investment packages

Reluctance to invest in project preparation

Difficulty of matching elections and investment cycles



Financing sustainable energy projects
EUCF AIMS

Deliver 200+ investment 
concepts     

Provide technical, legal and financial expertise

Build capacity of 400+ municipal  staff

Facilitate access to private & public 
finance

Reach out 10 000+ cities encouraging replication



EUCF first beneficiaries 



28
COUNTRIES 

29
BENEFICIARIES 

250+
APPLICATIONS 

14
COUNTRIES 



14
COUNTRIES 

6
GROUPINGS 

BIGGEST beneficiary 

1 200 000 
inhabitants

SMALLEST beneficiary  

3 650 
inhabitants



19% BUILDING INTEGRATED 
RENEWABLES

15% PUBLIC BUILDINGS13% RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

11% DISTRICT HEATING

11% OTHER SECTORS

8% SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY

7% SMART GRIDS

16% INNOVATIVE ENERGY 
INFRASTRUCTURE



LITHUANIA
Visaginas (18,243)

1

POLAND
Sztum (18,000)
Piaseczno (78,273)

2

CROATIA
Velika Gorica (64,000)
Rijeka (128,000)
Karlovac (55,705)

3

BULGARIA
Dobrich (93,000)

1

GERMANY
Rostock (238,000)

1

DENMARK
Nyborg (32,004)
Samsoe (3,650)

2

UNITED KINGDOM
Coventry (366,785)
Leeds (780,000)
Royal Borough of Windsor and 
Maidenhead (144,560)

3

NETHERLANDS
Horst aan de maas (42,429)
Westland (108,603)
Waalwijk (48,620)

3

PORTUGAL
Cascais (212,474)

1

HUNGARY
Gyöngyös (29,036)
Hódmezővásárhely (43,149) 
Mórahalom (6,312)
Veszprém (105,035)

4

BELGIUM
Schaerbeek  (1,200,000)

1

SPAIN
Olot (121,219)
Malaga (574,654)

2
MALTA

Cottonera (10,433)

1
ITALY

Pinerolo Area (44,977)
Ravenna (158,058)
Castel San Pietro Terme (20,862)
Isola Vicentina (21,974)

4

11

8

10



NORDIC COUNTRIES & WESTERN EUROPE
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, 
United Kingdom

SOUTHERN EUROPE
Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Malta, 
Portugal, Spain

CENTRAL & EASTERN EUROPE
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, 
Slovenia and Slovakia

3 REGIONAL CALLS | 31 COUNTRIES 



TYPE OF 
APPLICANT

EXISTENCE OF 
ENERGY AND 
CLIMATE 
PLANS

POLITICAL 
COMMITMEN
T

COMMITMENT 
TO 
MONITORING 
PERIOD

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 



CLOSED

25 May 2020

2 October 2020

CALL 1

CLOSED

15 Ottobre 2021

15 Dicembre 2021

CALL 3

CLOSED

29 March 2021 

31 May 2021

CALL 2

FORTHCOMING

Spring 2022

CALL 4

CALLS CALENDAR



How to apply to the EUCF

This project has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and 

innovation programme under grant agreement 
No 864212

@eucityfacility 



ELIGIBILITY 
CHECK

1

YES/NO answers to 
5 requirements 

Simple automatic 
check

2
FULL 

APPLICATION
Application form and 

supporting 
documentsAssessment based on

5 evaluation criteria

GRANT 
AGREEMENTYES to all 

questions
Best scored 
applications

Not eligible EUCF 
Helpdesk

i
Unsuccessful 
application

What is the overall application procedure? 



Are you a municipality/local authority, a grouping of municipalities/local authorities, or a local 
public entity aggregating municipalities/local authorities?

Is your municipality/local authority, grouping of municipalities/local authorities, or local public 
entity aggregating municipalities/local authorities located entirely in the EU-27 Member States, in 
one of the EEA-EFTA States (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway) or the UK? 

Will you be able to provide a proof of political commitment to develop the investment concept by 
your Mayor or other relevant political representative?

Do you commit to the EUCF monitoring period of two years?

Does your municipality/local authority, grouping of municipalities/local authorities, or local public 
entity aggregating municipalities/local authorities have a politically approved SEAP, SECAP or plan 
of similar ambition? 

Who is eligible for EUCF support? 



Online application form

To be filled by the applicant in the EUCF 
website user zone

Three sections: 

• ff Identification of the applicant

Development of the investment 
concept

Implementation of the  
investment project

Supporting documents

Annex A.1: SEAP, SECAP or plan of similar ambition 

Annex A.2: SEAP, SECAP or plan of similar ambition – Summary

Annex B: Letter of support to the project by the Mayor or other 
relevant political representative

Annex C: Self-declaration form by a legal representative of the 
municipality/local authority, grouping or local public entity 
aggregating municipalities/local authorities 

Annex D: Calculation log – Expected energy savings and/or 
renewable energy production

Annex E: Calculation log – Expected size of investment
• ff

What has to be submitted for the EUCF 
application? 



1.1. Name of the municipality/local 
authority or local public entity 
aggregating municipalities/local 
authorities

1.2. LAU and/or NUTS 3 code

1.3. Population size

1.4. Contact person

1.5. Organisation

1.6. Tax identification number or 
equivalent

1.7. - 1.11. Contact details

2.1. Title of the proposed investment 
concept

2.2. Allocation of grant amount

2.3. Activities funded by grant amount

2.4. Governance for the development of 
the investment concept

2.5. Engagement of stakeholders

3.1. Investment sector(s) targeted

3.2. Intended measures 

3.3. Expected size of investment

3.4. Expected impacts

3.5. Potential for replication and/or 
up-scaling

Which information has to be provided in the 
application form? 

Identification of the 
applicant 01

Development of the 
investment concept 02

Implementation of the 
investment project 03



OBJECTIVE
To support the activities necessary for the development of the 
investment concept.

ALLOCATION OF THE GRANT
For in-house staff, external experts/sub-contractors, or others.

ACTIVITIES FUNDED BY THE GRANT
Feasibility studies, Engineering analyses, Legal analyses, Social studies, 
Market studies, Financial analyses, etc. 

EUCF 
GRANT

€ 60,000

Which activities are funded by the EUCF grant? 



What has to be considered for groupings and 
local public entities aggregating municipalities/
local authorities?

Applications by groupings
Formal or informal groupings of 
municipalities/local authorities are eligible to 
apply through one lead applicant. The lead 
municipality or the grouping must have a 
sustainable energy action plan, with energy and 
climate targets at least for the year 2020.
✔ Applications by groupings will be appreciated 

in the evaluation process.

✔ The grant amount of € 60,000 is awarded to the 
grouping as a whole. 

✔ The lead applicant will sign the Grant 
Agreement and receive the grant amount.  

Applications by local public 
entities aggregating 

municipalities/local authoritiesThese entities may vary from country to country. 
They need to confirm their eligibility in the self-
declaration form (Annex C). 

✔ Require an own politically approved SEAP, 
SECAP or plan of similar ambition covering 
their geographical area.

✔ Local public entities aggregating 
municipalities/local authorities are not able to 
apply to the EUCF as groupings.



• Evaluators verify if all supporting 
documents have been submitted and 
contain the required content.

• In case of incomplete documents, the 
application cannot be further considered. 

Document check 

Evaluation based on five evaluation criteria: 

A1: Investment size

A2: Energy savings

B1: Governance structure

B2: Stakeholder engagement

B3: Alignment with EUCF objectives

Evaluation of full application

• For each criterion, a score ranging for 0 to 5 is awarded by the evaluator.

• The quality threshold for each criterion is 3 out of 5 points.

• The median of the scores determines the final result per criterion.

About the scoring

How are applications evaluated?



How do applicants receive feedback? 

The final results of the evaluation are 
provided to applicants in a feedback 
report, available on the EUCF website 
user zone, which includes:

• Total score of the application

• Overall feedback to result

• Scores and feedback per 
criterion 

Feedback report



www.eucityfacility.eu

@eucityfacility



Thank you!

Maggiori informazioni: 
www.eumayors.eu

contatto:

davide.cassanmagnago@eumayors.eu
With the support of the European Union

Part of the

http://www.eumayors.eu/
mailto:davide.cassanmagnago@eumayors.eu
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