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The relation between science and policy 



Two cultures: a difficult dialogue

You are at Latitude 45.6495°
North and Longitude 13.7768°

East. I am standing at 300 metres 

above see level, so you must be 

at about 330 metres.

Can you tell me 

where I am? 

I am lost

Source: creating common purpose: the integration of science and policy in Canada’s Public Service, Canadian Service for Management Development



You must be a scientist.

I ask you a simple question, and 

you give me too much 

information.

And I am still lost

You must be a policymaker.

You come out of nowhere with 

your questions. I give you the 

most accurate and precise 

answer I can. You are still lost 

and you blame me.

Two cultures: a difficult dialogue

Source: creating common purpose: the integration of science and policy in Canada’s Public Service, Canadian Service for Management Development



The need to bridge science-policy divide



An approach to facilitate the dialogue

TRUST

FORM FORMAT

TIMING



We are drowning in information, while starving for 

wisdom. The world henceforth will be run by 

synthesizers, people able to put together the right 

information at the right time, think critically about it 

and make important choices wisely.

Edward Osborne Wilson, Consilience, 1998

Knowledge Management and Sense-making



THANKS

STAY IN TOUCH


